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family. An exception is the sister immediately above her in age who
is the second wife in the near-by hogan. Relationships in the family
in general seem to be cordial but not close. Even the parents have
not become especially devoted to each other through the years they
have spent together. They get along very well in a matter-of-fact,
unemotional way, each managing his own sphere and helping the
other as need arises; and both are interested in making their com-
mon living and raising their family.
Two anecdotes about them are typically Navaho, The mother was
asked why only two of the children had been to school. She replied
that the rest had not wanted to go. Asked why she had not insisted,
she said, "I listen to my children, and I have to take their word/*
(The two remained at school two years each. They learned a little
English which they have mostly forgotten and are too shy to use.)
The other illustrates the Navaho (and general Indian) attitude
toward ages. Dr. Leighton first saw Bianca in 1940, when she looked,
and was said to be, about thirteen. In 1942 the parents insisted she
was sixteen or seventeen.
Of the two households with more than one wife, one evidently
gets along well, and the other not so well. In the group a mile
away the two sisters supplement each other in the work of cooking,
cleaning, caring for the children, and tending the sheep. The visitor
gets the impression that the smoothness is due principally to the
submission of the younger sister to the older. In the hogan near
Bianca's home a good deal of friction exists. This had really started
before the second sister joined the group, for it was felt that she
alienated the husband's affections for his first wife. Matters were
made worse when, after her marriage, she did not take the secondary
place, as the first wife expected. At the time of the testing, the hus-
band and second wife had gone away to sheep camp and left the
first wife behind. Apparently this was practically a separation, and
the first wife's temper was very bad, especially after brief visits from
the husband to see their two little girls. The younger wife, it will
be remembered, was Bianca's favorite sister.
Later we heard that Bianca also had married this man. Since she
and the second wife were on good terms, and doubtless the wife had
consented to the arrangement, it is likely that this combination will
work better than the first one. Perhaps Bianca would prefer living
with this sister and sharing her husband to either staying at home